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Where does he stay now?
He's up there in that Old Folks home at the hospital.
aue no ho'i.
aue no ho'i.
What else do you want to know?
My great grandmother was the last Kalaiwaa in Pololu Valley.
And this was the last superintendent of the Ditch Company right here - you 're
looking at him.
My grandfather was the Superintendent of the Ditch Company. And when he
retired my Dad took his place.
Who built the Ditch first?
Hine
Robert Hine.
Hawaiians from kahiko then - built this?
Japanese Labor - Japan.
Was this for the Sugar Cane Company?
Yes, the same man that engineered this job was the same man the built the ACI,
ACI in San Francisco.
What happened to the water?
It's still running.
Still running and everyday they have kayaks going down there.
In the ditch?
In the ditch. Somebody making money on the kayaks.
And then Salon International owns that ditch now. They own these twenty acres.
Twenty thousand acres of Kohala.
So where did they dig this ditch?
They dug it through those mountains.
No more sugar cane, right?
No, out here's the sugar cane.
So is that what they used the water for?
They irrigate the cane, yes, out here. Was haole. One time they had about six, I
think seven plantations in Kohala. You had Milolii, you had Halawa, you had the Union
Mill, Havi, and Star Mill, but Castle & Cook bought them all. And then finally you had
Hawaiian Mill too.
How did you get this property?
But I bought this 22, 42 years ago. I was so broke when I brought this piece
of property. And my Mom and I used to go get lauhala along these cliffs over here.



Every day, each week we gather lauhala. Every weekend here she and I gathered
lauhala over here and each week we got a least one thousand leaves and my mom
sold them 1 cent a leaf. But at that time the penny went a long way, one cent a leaf.
So when my Mom and I would sit at the graveyard over there. And she said,
when I die I'd sure like to be here. So it always stuck with me. So when this place
came up for sale, I jumped on it. I bought it. But the thing is, I was so broke at that
time when I was a young G.I. I was in the airforce. Young. And I had no money.
And I was so broke I couldn't even pay attention. But I bought it.
And then I got my Dad to borrow the money for me. And then, every month- And I thought I' d never get this thing paid for. Monthly I paid for this thing. It
went into years. But I finally got it paid off. And when my Mom passed away my
Dad said, do you think it's all right if we bury Mom on that? I said, hey, that's one
of the whole reasons I bought that place was so you bury her there. And she's
buried right over there.
What was the price at that time for the place?
Oh, it was expensive. It was four thousand seven hundred dollars! And this
here. And then you see over there at the house down there? There is a half a acre
of property there that goes up like that. And that was on sale because the lady who
owned that land wanted to sell it too because she wanted to adopt her
granddaughter. And so she put it up for sale. And she put it up for sale for a half of
an acre for $500. It was on sale for a whole year - no takers. And so my Uncle made
a deal with her and he got it. And after he got it he gave it to my Dad. And my Dad
gave it to me.
What year did you buy this property?
Sometime in the 50's. Early 50's. But I was hurting. I was broke. But I
went to work. I worked hard you know. When I was in Oahu I was in the service.
And on my days off I went along the road, and I picked up all because there was a
primo brewery down there in the service. I picked up every primo bottle I could
find. And you know, every gallon and everything. And you know I sold a gallon to
the shoyu company after the war and to the brewery company I sold all of the beer
bottles. And I managed to raise ... I had $600 bucks in the bank. And that's more
money than I've ever had in my whole life. I had $600 and I went, took it to my
cousin. And he says, you got any money? I secure that land for you. He said, how
much you got in that bank? I said I got $600. He said, give me $600. So he went
and made the deal. And this was, actually she wanted $5000 for it. The lady was
asking $5000 for it. But she sold it. But he got her down to $4700.
Dale, you mentioned you tutuwahine. She was the last kala--?
Kalaiwaa of Pololu Valley.
O wai ka inoa?
Kainoa - Tutu Kainoa.
Tutu Kainoa?
Uh huh. They lived right here, down here, Pololu. They had a place over here
called Kahakea.
Who owns the valley now?
Castle & Cooke owns about half of that and the upper part the State of Hawaii
owns.

They lived there until make(until they died)?
Oh, yes.
Where are they buried?
Down there, down there.
Who did you say owns this?
Castle & Cook own 85 acres and then the rest all the way up to the mountain is
owned by the state of Hawaii.
At that time Hawaii was a territory when they took that. Anything
territorial came under the Federal Government. So that's how the federal
government got that land. And then when the Federal Government got that land
when Hawaii became a state then it was transferred to the state.
Then when they claimed the land, the state, a territory at that time when they were
there. My tutu was still living there. And so they made a boundary, four acres. We still
own the four acres. Down there. The grave and everything all is still there.
At that time the Church still exists. Still exists the chapel?
No more chapel now, pau.
From the beginning to that time, was pau. The leaders, The best person at that
time. . . Still living?
All make (dead).
All make. Only your Dad?
Only my Dad now.
And they sold the place. And the church sold all the extra land that they
had. They sold it because in Kohala you had Wainahala and you had Kokoiki, and
Mahukona.
Close by, all were close by?
No, that time was far enough because you only walk feet those days. No
more car.
And then, at one time, all the land in Kohala - not all, but the sugar land, 20,000
acres, Castle & Cook finally bought it all from the other companies. And they owned
everything. Then, for years, they been raising cane, doing all kinds of things until they
figured, ah, it's not profitable. Then they wanted to do something about it. Then Castle
& Cook owed some money to ... they were in debt you know.
So, they had this man from New York, Murdoch. That's the guy who owns Lanai
now. He bought the land all in here and then he told Castle & Cook. I'll bail you out
from your debt. And then he told Castle & Cook; I'll bail you out from your debt and
three things he wanted. One, he wanted to be Chairman of the Board. And second, he
wanted to own the land that Castle & Cook owned. I can't remember what the third thing
was - I was working at that time. And so they agreed. He paid the debt and then be got
the land. What he really wanted was Lanai.
And so, after he bought the land he didn't come to Kohala for a long time. He
didn't come. And then one time he made a trip here to Kohala. And the day he came to
Kohala - rain. Wind and rained. And he came here and he drove through and he said: I
don't like that land, sell it. And that's how Salon bought it. See Salon is from France Japanese Company from France. They came and then they bought the land. They bought
the whole works. And so, nalo wale ka aina,--too bad!
Have they shed any plans on what they want to do?

They're going to sell it now. They looking at money. Japan broke right now.
They're going to sell. Ok, pau.
I don't know anything about music. All I know is how to sing.
Rex: We'd like to give this over to Jimmy Tohara. Then we'll sing. We have a lot of
good singers with us.
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